


(picture of Veggie Tales)





It’s possible to do the right things,
but rely on the wrong things,

and miss the most important thing.



1: God’s general indictment against humanity.
2: God’s indictment against you and me because we know the Law.
3: No one is righteous based on their works, but through faith in Christ.
4: Abraham was justified by faith, not through works.
5: Having been justified by faith in Christ, we how have peace with God.
6: We can now live by the Spirit, having been set free from sin.

Romans 1-6



15 I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do I do not do, but 
what I hate I do ...

18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 
out.

19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do 
– this I keep on doing ...

Romans 7:15-25



21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right 
there with me.

22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;
23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my 

mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me.
24 What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body that 

is subject to death?
25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 

then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful 
nature a slave to the law of sin.

Romans 7:15-25
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Shame = The feeling of inadequacy that comes from being seen.



Shame = The feeling of inadequacy that comes from being seen.

7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they 
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings 
for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 

was naked; so I hid.”

Genesis 3:7-10



Shame = The feeling of inadequacy that comes from being seen.

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me – she gave me 
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

Genesis 3:11-13



3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught 
in adultery.  They made her stand before the group

4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery.

5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women.  Now what 
do you say?”

6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for 
accusing him.  But Jesus bent down and started to write on the 
ground with his finger.

John 8:3-11



7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to 
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her.”

8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older 

ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no 

one condemned you?”
11 “No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave 
your life of sin.”

John 8:3-11
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Matthew 7:1-2,5
1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.
2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
:

5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
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John 8:3-11

7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to 
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her.”

8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older

ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no 

one condemned you?”
11 “No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave 
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I Corinthians 4:3-4
3 I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I 

do not even judge myself.
4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the 

Lord who judges me.
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22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;
23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my 

mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me.
24 What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body that 

is subject to death?
25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 

then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful 
nature a slave to the law of sin.

1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus ...

Romans 7:22-8:1



It’s possible to do the right things,
but rely on the wrong things,

and miss the most important thing.



It’s possible to do the right things,
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You are guilty, but not condemned.
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Phil Vischer
creator of Veggie Tales

"I realized I had spent 10 years trying to convince kids to 
behave Christianly without actually teaching them Christianity. 
And that was a pretty serious conviction. You can say, "Hey 
kids, be more forgiving because the Bible says so," or "Hey kids, 
be more kind because the Bible says so!" But that isn't 
Christianity, it's morality . . .



W

Phil Vischer
creator of Veggie Tales

"We're drinking a cocktail that's a mix of the Protestant work 
ethic, the American dream, and the gospel. And we've 
intertwined them so completely that we can't tell them apart 
anymore. Our gospel has become a gospel of following your 
dreams and being good so God will make all your dreams come 
true. It's the Oprah god.”



3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me;
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”
And you forgave the guilt of my sin.

:
7 You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble

and surround me with songs of deliverance.

Psalm 32:3-5,7


