


A working definition of a DISCIPLE

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ
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5 foundational principles related to being a follower of Christ

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ.
1.Every ‘believer’ is a disciple.
2.Being a follower of Christ is dynamic rather than static.
3.The life of a disciple is empowered by                                                    

the Spirit of God and the Word of God.
4.Discipleship is a ‘person to be’ rather than                                                

a ‘project or a program to complete’.
5.One essential dimension of following Christ                                   

is doing it with one another.



5 foundational principles related to being a follower of Christ

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ.

As a disciple, you become an ambassador… 
a representative…



II Corinthians 5:17-21

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation;

19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

21 For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Evangelism…..
….taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and leaving the results to God…
….can be challenging for most Christians…..

….especially in the cultural jungle of ‘eat or be eaten’ we live in today. 



5 foundational principles related to being a follower of Christ

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ.

As a ‘disciple’ you become an ambassador… 
a representative…

Evangelism…..
….taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and leaving the results to God…
….can be challenging for most Christians…..

….especially in the cultural jungle of ‘eat or be eaten’ we live in today. 



5 foundational principles related to being a follower of Christ

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ.

As a ‘disciple’ you become an ambassador… 
a representative…

Evangelism…..
….taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and leaving the results to God…
….can be challenging for most Christians…..

….especially in the cultural jungle of ‘eat or be eaten’ we live in today. 



5 foundational principles related to being a follower of Christ

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ.

As a ‘disciple’ you become an ambassador… 
a representative…

Evangelism…..
….taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and leaving the results to God…
….can be challenging for most Christians…..

….especially in the cultural jungle of ‘eat or be eaten’ that we live in today. 



5 foundational principles related to being a follower of Christ

A surrendered follower of the glorious Christ.

As a ‘disciple’ you become an ambassador… 
a representative…

…an inviter.

Evangelism…..
….taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and leaving the results to God…
….can be challenging for most Christians…..

….especially in the cultural jungle of ‘eat or be eaten’ that we live in today. 



Andrew – The original inviter

Qualifications to be a disciple of a Rabbi in the 1st century:



Andrew – The original inviter

Qualifications to be a disciple of a Rabbi in the 1st century:
Elementary level: Beth Safra – House of the Book

Memorize the Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).



Andrew – The original inviter

Qualifications to be a disciple of a Rabbi In the 1st century:
Elementary level: Beth Safra – House of the Book

Memorize the Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).

Secondary level:  Beth Talmud – House of Learning
Torah + Commentaries by Rabbi’s both written and oral



Andrew – The original inviter

Qualifications to be a disciple of a Rabbi In the 1st century:
Elementary level: Beth Safra – House of the Book

Memorize the Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).

Secondary level:  Beth Talmud – House of Learning
Torah + Commentaries by Rabbi’s both written and oral

Higher level:  Beth Midrash – House of Seeking or Investigation
Memorize the entire Old Testament and discuss the important applications.
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Qualifications to be a disciple of a Rabbi In the 1st century:
Elementary level: Beth Safra – House of the Book

Memorize the Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).

Secondary level:  Beth Talmud – House of Learning
Torah + Commentaries by Rabbi’s both written and oral.

Higher level:  Beth Midrash – House of Seeking or Investigation
Memorize the entire Old Testament and discuss the important applications.

When completed, a Jewish man would ask to be invited to ”follow” a 
particular Rabbi.



Andrew – John 1:19-42

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, "Who are you?"

20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."
21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not.”

"Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No."
22 So they said to him, "Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?"
23 He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said."
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)
25 They asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 

nor the Prophet?"
26 John answered them, "I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,
27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie."



Andrew – John 1:19-42

28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world!
30 This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks before me, because He was 

before me.'
31 I myself did not know Him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, 

that He might be revealed to Israel."
32 And John bore witness:

"I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on Him.
33 I myself did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 

'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain,
this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'

34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God."



Andrew – John 1:19-42

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples,
36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!"
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, "What are you seeking?"

And they said to Him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?"
39 He said to them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where He was staying, 

and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.
40  One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 

Simon Peter’s brother.
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" 

(which means Christ).
42  He brought him to Jesus.  Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are Simon the son 

of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter).



Andrew – John 1:19-42

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples,
36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!"
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, "What are you seeking?"

And they said to Him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?"
39 He said to them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where He was staying, 

and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.
40  One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 

Simon Peter’s brother.
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" 

(which means Christ).
42  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are Simon the son 

of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter).


